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(57) ABSTRACT

In an ordinary mode, when an abnormality diagnosis ofa PM
sensor attached to a downstream opening downstream of a
filter is performed, the PM sensor is moved to a first upstream
opening upstream of the filter, and an exhaust gas is dis-
charged from an engine. An ECU stores a program for the
abnormality diagnosis. In an abnormality diagnosis mode, the
ECU diagnoses the PM sensor by comparing an output value
of the PM sensor to a standard output after performing the
program. The first upstream opening may be closed by a cover
in the ordinary mode.
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1
DIAGNOSIS METHOD FOR DETERMINING
THE CONDITION OF AN EXHAUST SENSOR

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATION

This application is based on Japanese Patent Application
No. 2012-109290 filed on May 11, 2012, the disclosure of
which is incorporated herein by reference.

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present disclosure relates to a diagnosis method.

BACKGROUND

Recently, a high exhaust gas purifying performance is
requested in an internal combustion engine. Especially in a
diesel engine, it is important to eliminate particulate matters
(PM) emitted from the diesel engine. Usually, a diesel par-
ticulate filter (DPF) is provided in an exhaust pipe to elimi-
nate the PM.

In order to improve the exhaust gas purifying performance,
a configuration in which a PM sensor is provided downstream
of'the DPF may be necessary. By detecting an output value of
the PM sensor, it can be determined whether a PM amount in
the exhaust gas downstream of the DPF is decreased enough
to a low level or whether the DPF is abnormal.

It is necessary that the PM sensor itself is normal so as to
properly perform the above processing. Therefore, it is also
important to properly detect whether the PM sensor is abnor-
mal. JP-2010-275977 A discloses an abnormality detector of
the PM sensor.

The abnormality detector performs the abnormality diag-
nosis of the PM sensor in a time period just after a collecting
rate of the DPF is low after the DPF is regenerated. It is not
preferable that a time period for performing the abnormality
diagnosis is limited.

Further, because the DPF is provided upstream of the PM
sensor, it is difficult for the abnormality detector to determine
whether the PM sensor is abnormal or whether the collecting
rate is high so that the output value of the PM sensor is low. In
a case where the collecting rate is high just after the DPF is
regenerated, the abnormality detector may erroneously deter-
mine that the PM sensor is abnormal. Therefore, it is prefer-
able that the abnormality diagnosis can be accurately per-
formed without being aftected by the collecting rate.

SUMMARY

It is an object of the present disclosure to provide a diag-
nosis method which can diagnose whether a particulate mat-
ter (PM) sensor provided downstream of a diesel particulate
filter (DPF) is abnormal without being affected by both a time
point of an abnormality diagnosis and a collecting rate of the
DPF.

According to an aspect of the present disclosure, the diag-
nosis method includes a stopping step, a taking step, an
attaching step, a starting step, and a determining step. In the
stopping step; an internal combustion engine is stopped. In
the taking step, a sensor is taken away from a first position of
an exhaust pipe downstream of a filter after the internal com-
bustion engine is stopped. The filter collects particulate mat-
ters in an exhaust gas. The sensor detects an amount of par-
ticulate matters in an exhaust gas discharged from the internal
combustion engine. In the attaching step, the sensor is
attached to a second position through which the exhaust gas
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that has not passed through the filter flows. In the starting step,
the internal combustion engine is started when the sensor is
attached to the second position by the attaching step. In the
determining step, it is determined whether the sensor is
abnormal based on an output of the sensor after the internal
combustion engine is started by the starting step. Since the
sensor is attached to the second position when the abnormal-
ity diagnosis of the sensor is performed, the abnormality
diagnosis can be performed without being affected by both
the time point of the abnormality diagnosis and the collecting
rate of the DPF.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

The above and other objects, features and advantages of the
present disclosure will become more apparent from the fol-
lowing detailed description made with reference to the
accompanying drawings. In the drawings:

FIG. 1 is a graph showing a first exhaust gas purifying
system in an ordinary mode according to a first embodiment
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a graph showing a second exhaust gas purifying
system in the ordinary mode according to a second embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a graph showing a third exhaust gas purifying
system in the ordinary mode according to a third embodiment
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 4 is a graph showing a fourth exhaust gas purifying
system in the ordinary mode according to a fourth embodi-
ment of the present disclosure;

FIG. 5 is a graph showing a fifth exhaust gas purifying
system in the ordinary mode according to a fifth embodiment
of the present disclosure;

FIG. 6 is a graph showing a first diagnosis example of the
first embodiment and the second embodiment in an abnor-
mality diagnosis mode;

FIG. 7 is a graph showing a diagnosis example of the third
embodiment, the fourth embodiment, and the fifth embodi-
ment in the abnormality diagnosis mode;

FIG. 8 is a graph showing a second diagnosis example of
the first embodiment and the second embodiment in the
abnormality diagnosis mode;

FIG. 9 is a graph showing a third diagnosis example of the
first embodiment and the second embodiment in the abnor-
mality diagnosis mode;

FIG. 10 is a graph showing an outline of the exhaust gas
puritying system according to the present disclosure;

FIG. 11 is a flowchart showing an abnormality diagnosis
processing shown in FIG. 6;

FIG. 12 is a first configuration of a memory of an ECU;

FIG. 13 is a second configuration of the memory of the
ECU;

FIG. 14 is a flowchart showing an abnormality diagnosis
processing shown in FIG. 7;

FIG. 15 is a flowchart showing an abnormality diagnosis
processing shown in FIG. 8;

FIG. 16 is a flowchart showing an abnormality diagnosis
processing shown in FIG. 9;

FIG. 17 is a flowchart showing a warning processing; and

FIG. 18 is a graph showing an output waveform of a PM
sensor.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

Hereafter, embodiments of the present disclosure will be
described. The same parts and components as those in each
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embodiment are indicated with the same reference numerals
and the same descriptions will not be reiterated.

Hereafter, embodiments of the present disclosure is
described with reference to the drawings. FIGS. 1 to 9 show
configurations of an exhaust gas purifying system according
to each embodiment of the present disclosure. The exhaust
gas purifying system is referred to as a system hereinafter.
FIGS. 1 to 5 show configurations of each system in an ordi-
nary mode. FIGS. 6 to 9 show configurations of each system
in an abnormality diagnosis mode. It should be noted that the
ordinary mode represents an operation mode other than the
abnormality diagnosis mode. The above configurations may
be mounted on an automobile.

The present disclosure relates to an abnormality diagnosis
of'a particulate matter (PM) sensor which is arranged at a first
position of an exhaust pipe downstream of a diesel particulate
filter (DPF) in the ordinary mode. In the abnormality diagno-
sis mode, the PM sensor is moved to a position (second
position) where the PM sensor is not affected by a collecting
rate of the DPF. Thus, an upstream opening is defined at the
second position upstream of the DPF to attach the PM sensor
directly or indirectly thereto.

A first system 1a shown in FIG. 1 will be described here-
inafter. The first system 1a includes an engine 2, the exhaust
pipe 3, the DPF 4, the PM sensor 5, and an electronic control
unit (ECU) 6.

The engine 2 which is an internal combustion engine may
be a diesel engine. An exhaust gas of the engine 2 is dis-
charged to the exhaust pipe 3. The DPF 4 is provided in the
exhaust pipe 3 so as to collect the PM discharged from the
engine 2.

The DPF 4 may have a honeycomb construction in which
the inlet and the outlet are alternatively clogged. The exhaust
gas emitted from the engine 2 includes particulate matters
(PM). When the exhaust gas flows through the DPF 4, the PM
are captured by an interior or exterior surface of a DPF wall.
Thus, the exhaust gas discharged to exterior of the vehicle is
purified. The DPF 4 may support an oxidation catalyst.

When the ECU 6 determines that an accumulated PM
amount becomes large in the DPF 4, the accumulated PM are
burned and eliminated to regenerate the DPF 4. A relationship
(map) between the accumulated PM amount and a differential
pressure is previously stored in a memory. The differential
pressure is a difference between a pressure of the exhaust gas
upstream of the DPF 4 and a pressure of the exhaust gas
downstream of the DPF 4. The accumulated PM amount may
be measured based on a detected value of a differential pres-
sure sensor and the map. The map has a characteristic repre-
sented by a substantial parallelogram showing a relationship
between the differential pressure and the accumulated PM
amount. In this parallelogram graph, the vertical axis shows
the differential pressure and the horizontal axis shows the
accumulated PM amount. The differential pressure and the
accumulated PM amount are varied as cycling along the sub-
stantial parallelogram, when the PM are accumulated or com-
busted.

The PM sensor 5 provided downstream of the DPF 4
detects a PM amount of an exhaust gas downstream of the
DPF 4. A downstream opening 31 is defined through a periph-
eral wall of the exhaust pipe 3 downstream of the DPF 4 so
that the PM sensor 5 can be attached to the downstream
opening 31. Since the PM sensor 5 is provided downstream of
the DPF 4, the PM sensor 5 can detect the PM amount which
has passed through the DPF 4. Thus, it can be determined
whether the DPF 4 is normal.

The downstream opening 31 may be defined through both
a flange portion (not shown) of the exhaust pipe 3 and a
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peripheral wall of the exhaust pipe 3. The PM sensor 5 has a
male screw on its external surface and the downstream open-
ing 31 has a female screw on its internal surface so that the PM
sensor 5 can be fitted to the downstream opening 31. Herein-
after, all the openings and sensors may be fitted in the same
way.

The PM sensor 5 may be consisted of a plate-shaped insu-
lation sensor element on which a pair of detecting electrodes
is provided. The PM in the exhaust pipe 3 adheres to the
element and accumulates thereon, according to an adhesive-
ness or a electrical characteristic of the PM. When the detect-
ing electrodes are electrically connected by the PM accumu-
lated on the element, the detecting electrodes are in a
conduction state and an electrical current flows therebetween
because the PM have an electrical conductivity. The electrical
current is transmitted to the ECU 6 as an output of the PM
sensor 5. The above PM sensor 5 is a subject sensor of the
abnormality diagnosis according to the present embodiment.
The PM sensor 5 may be a PM sensor having other configu-
rations or other detecting methods.

The ECU 6 has the same configuration as a usual computer,
and controls all of the processings of an exhaust gas purifying.
Specifically, the ECU 6 includes a CPU which executes vari-
ous computations and various commands, a volatile storage
portion which is an operating area of the CPU, and a nonvola-
tile storage portion which stores data and programs. The
volatile storage portion may be a RAM, and the nonvolatile
storage portion may be a ROM or an EEPROM. Referring to
the drawings, dashed lines represent communications of
information. Specifically, the ECU 6 acquires a detected
value of the PM sensor 5, and controls the engine 2.

In the first system 1a, a first upstream opening (upstream
opening) 30 is defined through a position of a peripheral wall
of the exhaust pipe 3 upstream of the DPF 4. In the ordinary
mode, the first upstream opening 30 is closed by a cover 32,
and the exhaust gas cannot be leaked from the first upstream
opening 30. The cover 32 may correspond to a closing por-
tion. The cover 32 may be made of any material such as metal,
and may be configured to completely seal the first upstream
opening 30. A state of the system la in the abnormality
diagnosis mode will be described later.

A second system 15 in FIG. 2 will be described hereinafter.
Hereinafter, the same parts and components as those in each
embodiment are indicated with the same reference numerals
and the same descriptions will not be reiterated. In the system
15, a first sensor 7a is attached to the first upstream opening
30 in the ordinary mode. The first sensor 7a and a second
sensor 7b may be any sensors, such as temperature sensors, or
air-fuel (A/F) sensors. The second sensor 76 will be described
later.

Referring to FIGS. 1 and 2, one opening (first upstream
opening 30) is provided at a position upstream of the DPF 4.
Referring to FIGS. 3 to 5, two openings are provided at a
position upstream of the DPF 4. In a third system 1¢ shown in
FIG. 3, the first upstream opening 30 and a second upstream
opening 34 are defined through two positions of the periph-
eral wall of the exhaust pipe 3 upstream of the DPF 4. Spe-
cifically, the first upstream opening 30 is defined at the second
position, and the second upstream opening 34 is defined at a
third position upstream of the DPF 4. In the ordinary mode,
the first sensor 7a is attached to the first upstream opening 30,
and the second upstream opening 34 is closed by the cover 32.

In a fourth system 1d shown in FIG. 4, in the ordinary
mode, the first upstream opening 30 receives the first sensor
7a, and the second upstream opening 34 receives the second
sensor 7b. In a fifth system 1e shown in FIG. 5, in the ordinary
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mode, the first upstream opening 30 and the second upstream
opening 34 are both closed by the cover 32.

The state of the systems in the abnormality diagnosis mode
will be described hereinafter. FIG. 6 is a first diagnosis
example of the first system 1a and the second system 15 in the
abnormality diagnosis mode (examine mode) to diagnose the
PM sensor 5. In the first diagnosis example of the first and
second systems 1a, 15, the cover 32 or the first sensor 7a is
taken away from the first upstream opening 30, and the PM
sensor 5 is taken away from the downstream opening 31.
Then, the PM sensor 5 is attached to the first upstream open-
ing 30. Further, a service tool 8 is connected with the ECU 6.
The service tool 8 may have a function which can diagnosis
various abnormalities of a vehicle in a service shop. The
service tool 8 may be configured as a usual computer. For
example, the service tool 8 may include a CPU, a RAM, a
ROM, a display portion, and an input portion. A diagnosis
method will be described later.

FIG. 7 is a diagnosis example of the third system 1c¢, the
fourth system 14, and the fifth system 1e in the abnormality
diagnosis mode to diagnose the PM sensor 5. In the diagnosis
example shown in FIG. 7, the cover 32, the first sensor 7a, or
the second sensor 76 is taken away from the first upstream
opening 30 and the second upstream opening 34, and the PM
sensor 5 is taken away from the downstream opening 31.
Then, the PM sensor 5 is attached to the first upstream open-
ing 30, and a standard PM sensor Sa is attached to the second
upstream opening 34. The standard PM sensor 5« is for deter-
mining whether the PM sensor 5 is abnormal. The standard
PM sensor 5a may have the same output as the PM sensor 5
when the PM sensor 5 is normal.

FIG. 8 is a second diagnosis example of the first system 1a
and the second system 15 in the abnormality diagnosis mode
to diagnose the PM sensor 5. In the second diagnosis example
shown in FIG. 8, the cover 32 or the first sensor 7a is taken
away from the first upstream opening 30, and the PM sensor
5 is taken away from the downstream opening 31. Then, a
branch pipe 10 is connected to the first upstream opening 30,
and the PM sensor 5 is attached to the branch pipe 10.

Specifically, the branch pipe 10 includes a diameter portion
10a which have a larger diameter than other parts of the
branch pipe 10 so that the PM sensor 5 can be attached to the
branch pipe 10, and a first branch opening 105 which is
defined through a peripheral wall of the diameter portion 10a.
The PM sensor 5 is attached to the first branch opening 105.
Thus, the PM sensor 5 is indirectly attached to the first
upstream opening 30 via the branch pipe 10. A pump 10c is
provided downstream of the branch pipe 10. In the abnormal-
ity diagnosis mode, the exhaust gas of the engine 2 flows
toward the branch pipe 10 by a negative pressure of the pump
10c.

FIG. 9 is a third diagnosis example of the first system 1a
and the second system 15 in the abnormality diagnosis mode
to diagnose the PM sensor 5. In the third example of FIG. 9,
the cover 32 or the first sensor 7a is taken away from the first
upstream opening 30, and the PM sensor 5 is taken away from
the downstream opening 31. Then, a branch pipe 10 is
attached to the first upstream opening 30, and the PM sensor
5 is attached to the branch pipe 10.

Further, the first branch opening 106 and a second branch
opening 104 are provided in the diameter portion 10a. The
PM sensor 5 is attached to the first branch opening 105, and
the standard PM sensor 5a is attached to the second branch
opening 10d. Thus, the PM sensor 5 is indirectly attached to
the first upstream opening 30 via the branch pipe 10.

According to the present disclosure, a configuration shown
in FIG. 10 may be used for controlling the engine 2 in the
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abnormality diagnosis mode. FIG. 10 is a graph showing an
outline of a part of each system (1a to 1e) upstream of the first
upstream opening 30, in addition of the configurations of
FIGS. 1 to 9. That is, the configuration of the part of each
system (1a to 1e) may be configured as shown in FIG. 10. In
addition, the first upstream opening 30 may be provided at a
position of the exhaust pipe 3 upstream of an A/F sensor 26.

Inthe configuration of FIG. 10, an intake pipe 20, an intake
throttle valve 21, an exhaust gas recirculation (EGR) pipe 22,
an EGR valve 23, an injector 24, a speed sensor 25, and the
A/F sensor 26 are provided. The EGR pipe 22 recirculates the
exhaust gas from downstream of the engine 2 to upstream of
the engine 2.

The ECU 6 adjusts an intake quantity of an intake gas
flowing through the intake pipe 20 by controlling an opening
degree of the intake throttle valve 21.

The ECU 6 adjusts an EGR quantity (recirculation quan-
tity) of an EGR gas flowing through the EGR pipe 22 by
controlling an opening degree of the EGR valve 23. The ECU
6 adjusts an injection time point and an injection quantity of
a fuel injected into a cylinder of the engine 2 by controlling
the injector 24. The speed sensor 25 detects an engine speed,
and transmits the engine speed to the ECU 6. The A/F sensor
26 detects an air-fuel ratio (A/F value) in the exhaust pipe 3,
and outputs the A/F value to the ECU 6. The A/F sensor 26
may correspond to a detection portion.

According to the configurations of FIGS. 6 to 9 including
the configuration of FIG. 10, procedures of diagnosing the
PM sensor 5 are shown respectively as FIGS. 11, 14, 15, and
16. When a user (passenger) is reported from the vehicle that
the normality diagnosis of the PM sensor 5 is necessary, the
procedures of the normality diagnosis may be selected by the
user in the service shop.

A procedure of the first diagnosis example of the first
system 1a and the second system 15 shown in FIG. 6 will be
described with reference to FIG. 11. A first embodiment
shown in FIG. 6 is applied to the configurations of FIGS. 1
and 2. The procedure shown in FIG. 11 as well as procedures
shown in FIGS. 14 to 16, has a part which is automatically
performed, which is referred to as a first program. As shown
in FIGS. 12 and 13, the first program 61 may be previously
stored in a memory 60 of the ECU 6. In this case, the memory
60 may be a permanent memory. The ECU 6 may automati-
cally read and perform the first program 61.

AtS10, the user (worker) temporarily stops the engine 2. At
S20, the worker takes away the PM sensor 5 from the down-
stream opening 31. At S30, the worker releases the first
upstream opening 30. That is, the worker takes away the cover
32 from the first upstream opening 30 as shown in FIG. 1.
Alternatively, the worker takes away the standard PM sensor
5a from the first upstream opening 30 as shown in FIG. 2.

At S40, the worker attaches the PM sensor 5 taken away at
S20 to the first upstream opening 30 which is open at S30. At
S50, the worker connects the service tool 8 with the ECU 6. At
S60, the worker starts the engine 2, and inputs predetermined
commands to a predetermined input portion (not shown) pro-
vided in the service tool 8 so as to start the abnormality
diagnosis. Therefore, the predetermined commands are trans-
mitted to the ECU 6, and the processings in and after S70 is
automatically performed by the ECU 6 via the first program
61.

At 870, the ECU 6 starts an increasing control of a dis-
charge PM amount from the engine 2. The discharge PM
amount is a discharge amount of the PM discharged from the
engine 2. In the increasing control, the discharge PM amount
is relatively increased, and is maintained at a constant value or
in a predetermined range. The abnormality diagnosis can be
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performed for a short time period by increasing the discharge
PM amount. When the discharge PM amount is constant, an
output value of the PM sensor 5 is a stable waveform, which
is preferable to accurately perform the abnormality diagnosis.

Specifically, the increasing control may be performed in
the engine 2 by the following conditions.

(1) When the intake throttle valve 21 is being closed, the
intake quantity is decreased, and a combusting reaction in
each cylinder is restricted. Thus, the discharge PM amount
may be increased.

(2) When the EGR valve 23 is being opened, the combus-
ting reaction in each cylinder is restricted. Thus, the discharge
PM amount may be increased.

(3) As the injection time point according to the injector 24
is retarded from a top dead center, the fuel which is not
completely combusted in each cylinder is increased. Thus, the
discharge PM amount may be increased.

(4) In a case where the discharge PM amount of each stroke
is the same, as an engine speed becomes larger, an accumu-
lated value of the discharge PM amount is increased.

Considering the above conditions, the ECU 6 may control
an opening degree of the intake throttle valve 21, an opening
degree of the EGR valve 23, the injection quantity according
to the injector 24, the injection time point according to the
injector 24, and the engine speed to increase the discharge PM
amount.

At S80, the ECU 6 acquires the output value of the PM
sensor 5. At S90, the ECU 6 acquires a standard output. The
standard output is the output value of the PM sensor 5 when
the PM sensor 5 is normal. The standard output can be estab-
lished in two configurations shown in FIGS. 12 and 13.

In the configuration of FIG. 12, a model 63 is stored in the
memory 60 of the ECU 6. The model 63 is a standard model
of an input-output relationship of the PM sensor 5, when the
PM sensor 5 is normal. The standard model may be a model
(map) showing a relationship between an operation condition
of'the engine 2 and the output of the standard PM sensor or a
relationship between the discharge PM amount of the engine
2 per unit time period and the output of the standard PM
sensor. In this case, the ECU 6 computes the standard output
based on an actual control state of the engine 2 and the
standard model.

In the configuration of FIG. 13, a waveform of an output 64
which is previously acquired is stored in the memory 60. In
this case, the ECU 6 only reads the output 64 from the
memory 60. In the configuration of FIG. 13, a time period for
computing the standard output can be reduced. In the con-
figuration of FIG. 12, the standard output with a high-accu-
racy with respect to the discharge PM amount from the engine
2 can be acquired. According to the present disclosure, an
acquiring step, which acquires the standard output of the PM
sensor 5 for the abnormality diagnosis of the PM sensor 5,
may correspond to a sub-acquiring step which acquires the
standard output stored in a storage portion. In this case, the
storage portion may be provided to store the standard output.
Alternatively, the acquiring step may correspond to a com-
puting step which computes the standard output by a model
acquired from the storage portion. In this case, the storage
portion may be provided to store the model by which the
output value of the PM sensor 5 can be computed when the
PM sensor 5 is normal.

At S100, the ECU 6 computes a deviation (difference)
between the output value of the PM sensor 5 acquired at S80
and the standard output acquired at S90. The deviation may be
a deviation value at any time, a deviation after a predeter-
mined time period from a time when the normality diagnosis
is started, a deviation value of a slope of waveforms when an
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actual output value and a standard output is increased linearly,
or a difference between waveforms shown in FIG. 18 when
the waveforms are raised. The ECU 6 may compute an evalu-
ation value based on a single value of one of or a combination
of the above deviations, or an accumulated value of one of or
a combination of the above deviations.

At S110, the ECU 6 determines whether the deviation is
smaller than a threshold. According to a result of S110, the
ECU 6 determiner whether the PM sensor 5 is normal or not.
Specifically, when the ECU 6 determines the deviation is
smaller than the threshold (S100: YES), the ECU 6 proceeds
to S120. When the ECU 6 determines the deviation is larger
than or equal to the threshold (S100: NO), the ECU 6 pro-
ceeds to S130. The threshold may be previously set to a
proper value. When the ECU 6 proceeds to S120, the ECU 6
determines that the PM sensor 5 is normal because the output
value is close to the standard output. When the ECU 6 pro-
ceeds to S130, the ECU 6 determines that the PM sensor 5 is
abnormal because the output value is far away from the stan-
dard output.

Alternatively, at S100, the ECU 6 may determine whether
the deviation is positive or not. In this case, the deviation is a
value subtracting the standard output from the actual output
value. When the deviation is positive, the ECU 6 makes the
affirmative determination (S100: YES). When the deviation is
negative, the ECU 6 makes the negative determination (S100:
NO). In this case, the ECU 6 determines that the PM sensor 5
is normal when the actual output value is larger than the
standard output. The ECU 6 determines that the PM sensor 5
is abnormal when the actual output value is smaller than the
standard output. In addition, the standard output is a lower
limit value of the output value of the PM sensor 5 when the
PM sensor 5 is normal. The first procedure is detailed as
above. In the first procedure, because the PM sensor 5 is
directly exposed to the exhaust gas of the engine 2 in the
abnormality diagnosis, the abnormality diagnosis can be per-
formed without an affect of a collecting rate of the DPF.
Besides, a time point of the abnormality diagnosis may be
optional.

Further, a regenerating processing of the PM sensor 5 may
be performed before the engine 2 is started at S60. The regen-
erating processing of the PM sensor 5 is for combusting the
PM adhering to the PM sensor 5. Specifically, a heater pro-
vided in the PM sensor 5 is activated to combust the PM
adhering to the PM sensor 5. Then, a diagnosis can be prop-
erly started when a PM adhering amount is zero.

A procedure of the diagnosis example of the third system
1¢, the fourth system 1d, and the fifth system 1e shown in FIG.
7 will be described with reference to FIG. 14. In this case, the
first upstream opening 30 and the second upstream opening
34 are provided. In the ordinary mode, the first upstream
opening 30 and the second upstream opening 34 have the
configurations shown in FIGS. 3 to 5. In the second proce-
dure, the processings in S35 to S44 replace the processings in
S30 and S40 of'the first procedure, and the processings in S85
and S95 replace the processings in S80 and S90 of the first
procedure. Hereinafter, the above processings will be
described.

At S35, the worker takes away two of the first sensor 7a, the
second sensor 7b, and the cover 32 from the first upstream
opening 30 and the second upstream opening 34 to release the
first upstream opening 30 and the second upstream opening
34. At S42, the worker attaches the PM sensor 5 to the first
upstream opening 30. At S44, the worker attaches the stan-
dard PM sensor 5a to the second upstream opening 34.
According to the present disclosure, a position relationship of
the PM sensor 5 and the standard PM sensor 5a is not limited.
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For example, the PM sensor 5 may be provided upstream of
the standard PM sensor 5a as shown in FIG. 7. Alternatively,
the standard PM sensor 5a may be provided upstream of the
PM sensor 5. An interval between the first upstream opening
30 and the second upstream opening 34 may be optional when
a upstream sensor is not affected a downstream sensor to
adhere the PM.

At S85, the ECU 6 acquires the output value of the PM
sensor 5. At 895, the ECU 6 acquires an output value of the
standard PM sensor 5a. At S100, the ECU 6 computes a
deviation (difference) between the output value of the PM
sensor 5 acquired at S85 and the output value of the standard
PM sensor 5a acquired at S95. The other processings are the
same as those shown in FIG. 11. In the present procedure,
because the PM sensor 5 and the standard PM sensor 5a are
both provided downstream of the engine 2, the PM sensor 5
and the standard PM sensor 5a are in the same output state.
Thus, the abnormality can be properly diagnosed.

A procedure of the second diagnosis example of the first
system 1a and the second system 15 shown in FIG. 8 will be
described with reference to FIG. 15. The procedure includes
a processing S37 in addition to the procedure shown in FIG.
11. At S37, the worker attaches the branch pipe 10 to the first
upstream opening 30. At S40, the worker attaches the PM
sensor 5 to the first branch opening 105 provided in the
diameter portion 10a of the branch pipe 10. At S60, the
worker starts the pump 10c at the same time with the engine
2. The other processings are the same as those shown in FIG.
11. In the present procedure, because the PM sensor 5 is
directly exposed to the exhaust gas which is branched by the
branch pipe 10 and has not passed through the DPF 4, the
abnormality diagnosis can be performed without the affect of
the collecting rate of the DPF.

A procedure of the third diagnosis example of first system
la and the second system 15 shown in FIG. 9 will be
described with reference to FIG. 16. The fourth procedure
includes the second procedure in addition of the processing in
S37. AtS37, the worker attaches the branch pipe 10 to the first
upstream opening 30. At S42 and S44, the worker attaches the
PM sensor 5 and the standard PM sensor 5a to the first branch
opening 105 and the second branch opening 10d, respec-
tively.

At S60, the worker starts the pump 10c¢ at the same time
with the engine 2. The other processings are the same as those
shown in FIG. 14. In the present procedure, because the PM
sensor 5 and the standard PM sensor 5a are both provided
downstream of the engine 2 by using the branch pipe 10, the
PM sensor 5 and the standard PM sensor 5a are in the same
output state. Thus, the abnormality can be properly diag-
nosed.

FIG. 18 is a graph showing a time waveform of the output
value of the PM sensor 5. In the configuration that the PM
sensor 5 is provided downstream of the DPF 4, the output
value of the PM sensor 5 may be a second waveform [.2 when
both the PM sensor 5 and the DPF 4 are normal. The second
waveform 1.2 is zero until the detecting electrodes are con-
nected by the PM accumulated on the element, and rises after
the detecting electrodes are connected.

When the DPF 4 is abnormal, the collecting rate of the DPF
4 is decreased. For example, the output value of the PM sensor
5 may be increased as a first waveform [.1 which is increased
more early than the second waveform [.2. Further, the first
waveform L1 may have an increasing rate larger than the
second waveform [.2 has.

When the DPF 4 is normal, and when the PM sensor 5 is
abnormal, the output value of the PM sensor 5 may be smaller
than that of when the PM sensor 5 is normal. In this case, the
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output of the PM sensor 5 may be a waveform which is
maintained at zero even though a travel distance of the vehicle
reaches a point D3 shown in FIG. 18.
The subject of the abnormality diagnosis is the PM sensor
5 described above. However, it cannot be determined that the
PM sensor 5 is abnormal or the collecting rate of the DPF 4 is
high even though the output value of the PM sensor 5 is zero
when the vehicle travels far enough.
FIG. 17 is a graph showing an example of a warning pro-
cessing for warning the user that the abnormality diagnosis of
the PM sensor 5 is requested. Referring to FIGS. 12 and 13,
the warning processing may be stored in the memory 60 ofthe
ECU 6 as a second program 62, and may be automatically
read and performed by the ECU 6.
In the warning processing, at S200, the ECU 6 determines
whether the travel distance is larger than a predetermined
distance. When the ECU 6 determines that the travel distance
is larger than the predetermined distance (S200: YES), the
ECU 6 proceeds to S210. When the ECU 6 determines that the
travel distance is smaller than or equal to the predetermined
distance (S200: NO), the ECU 6 terminates the warning pro-
cessing. The travel distance may be a distance since a previ-
ous regenerating processing of the PM sensor 5 is performed.
The predetermined distance may be a value according to D3
shown in FIG. 18.
At S210, the ECU 6 determines whether the output value of
the PM sensor 5 is zero. When the ECU 6 determines that the
output value of the PM sensor 5 is zero (S210: YES), the ECU
6 proceeds to S220. When the ECU 6 determines that the
output value of the PM sensor 5 is not zero (S210: NO), the
ECU 6 terminates the warning processing.
As the above description, because the PM sensor 5 is nor-
mal, the output value of the PM sensor 5 becomes larger than
zero when the travel distance is larger than the predetermined
value. However, at S220, the output value of the PM sensor 5
is still zero after the travel distance reaches the predetermined
value. Thus, it is likely that the PM sensor 5 is abnormal. At
S220, the ECU 6 performs the warning processing to warn the
user that the abnormality diagnosis is necessary. For example,
the ECU 6 may light up a specified lamp provided in the
vehicle. The above description is the warning processing. In
addition, at S210, the ECU 6 may determines whether the
output value of the PM sensor 5 is smaller than or equal to a
predetermined output which is not zero.
According to the present disclosure, the abnormality diag-
nosis can be performed anytime. Further, because the PM
sensor 5 is directly exposed to the exhaust gas that has not
passed through the DPF 4, it is avoided that the abnormality
diagnosis is affected by the collecting rate of the DPF 4.
Such changes and modifications are to be understood as
being within the scope of the present disclosure as defined by
the appended claims. For example, the engine 2 may be a
lean-burn gasoline engine instead of a diesel engine.
What is claimed is:
1. A diagnosis method comprising:
stopping an internal combustion engine;
taking away a subject sensor from a first position of an
exhaust pipe downstream of a filter after the internal
combustion engine is stopped, the filter collecting par-
ticulate matters in an exhaust gas, the subject sensor
detecting an amount of particulate matters in the exhaust
gas discharged from the internal combustion engine;

attaching the subject sensor to a second position through
which the exhaust gas that has not passed through the
filter flows;

starting the internal combustion engine after the subject

sensor is attached to the second position; and
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determining whether the subject sensor is abnormal based
on an output of the subject sensor after the internal
combustion engine is started.
2. A diagnosis method according to claim 1, wherein
the exhaust pipe defines an upstream opening at a position
upstream of the filter, and
in the attaching, a branch pipe is connected to the upstream
opening of the exhaust pipe, and the second position is
provided in the branch pipe, and the subject sensor is
fixed to a branch opening defined at the second position.
3. A diagnosis method according to claim 1, wherein
the second position is defined in the exhaust pipe upstream
of the filter, and
in the attaching, the subject sensor is attached to an
upstream opening defined at the second position.
4. A diagnosis method according to claim 3, further com-
prising:
releasing the upstream opening by taking away a sensor
attached to the upstream opening other than the subject
sensor, before the attaching of the subject sensor.
5. A diagnosis method according to claim 1, further com-
prising:
acquiring a standard output of the subject sensor.
6. A diagnosis method according to claim 5, further com-
prising:
comparing the standard output with the output of the sub-
ject sensor, wherein
in the determining, it is determined whether the subject
sensor is abnormal or not based on a result of the com-
paring.
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7. A diagnosis method according to claim 1, further com-
prising:
attaching a standard sensor to a position exposed to the
exhaust gas that has not passed through the filter; and
acquiring an output of the standard sensor.
8. A diagnosis method according to claim 7, further com-
prising:
comparing the output of the standard sensor with the output
of the subject sensor, wherein
in the determining, it is determined whether the subject
sensor is abnormal or not based on a result of the com-
paring.
9. A diagnosis method according to claim 1, further com-
prising:
controlling at least one of an engine speed of the internal
combustion engine, an intake quantity, an injection time
point, or an injection quantity, so that a discharge
amount of the particulate matters discharged from the
internal combustion engine is in a predetermined range.
10. A diagnosis method according to claim 9, wherein
in the controlling, a recirculation quantity of the exhaust
gas inan exhaust gas recirculation pipe is controlled, and
the exhaust gas recirculation pipe recirculates the
exhaust gas from downstream of'the internal combustion
engine to upstream of the internal combustion engine.
11. A diagnosis method according to claim 10, wherein
in the controlling, the discharge amount is controlled to be
in the predetermined range based on an air-fuel ratio
detected by a detection portion which detects the air-fuel
ratio downstream of the internal combustion engine.

#* #* #* #* #*



